Dental Procedure 

Approval
Your pet is scheduled for a dental cleaning, polish, and dental examination.  
Dogs and cats require general anesthesia to perform a complete dental cleaning. After the teeth are clean, a thorough examination is completed by the doctor and dental problems may be found which were not visible prior to the cleaning.  Progressed dental disease can include periodontal disease, tooth abscesses, fractured teeth, malpositioned teeth, and gingival recession.  The condition of each tooth is evaluated by visual examination, probing of the periodontal space around the tooth, and x-rays (if needed) before a decision can made for the best course of treatment.  No one likes surprises, but it is not possible to give accurate cost estimates before this thorough evaluation is done.  From an economic standpoint, it is better to complete all needed dental procedures during the initial dentistry instead of scheduling a second procedure which would effectively double the anesthesia and support costs.  The purpose of all procedures is to improve your pet’s health and reduce discomfort.  Strictly cosmetic treatments will not be a part of our recommendations.
We feel it is important to emphasize two things that may affect your selection of the options below.  First, even with advanced communication technology, we cannot always reach owners for approval in a timely way.  Our call for approval is often after all the routine cleaning is finished, so waiting for a returned phone call would expose your pet to unnecessary anesthesia.   If we cannot reach you for approval, we will finish the planned procedure and any additional work would need to be scheduled at a future time.  Second, there are very few conditions where we will offer more than one treatment option.  Instead, it is a choice to treat or to not treat a specific condition.  Cleaning alone is usually inadequate or ineffective if dental disease is present, allowing disease or discomfort to continue and adversely affect the adjacent teeth, bone, and soft tissue.
In an effort to satisfy your needs, please check one appropriate option below:

· Please perform whatever procedures & extractions are required at this time.  
· Please perform whatever procedures & extractions are required up to $__________, in addition to the routine dental procedure costs.
· Please do nothing more than the requested dental prophy procedure at this time.

· Please call me with an estimate for any additional procedures after the exam and any necessary x-rays are performed.  Do not proceed without authorization.  (Dental films are an additional charge) 
Phone numbers where I can be reached today: ________________








        ________________
Patient:______________

Owner:______________
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